The Welsh Food Microbiological Forum and the All-Wales Shopping Basket Sampling Program: a model for the surveillance of microbiological quality in ready-to-eat foods.
In the United Kingdom, the monitoring of microbiological food quality and the prevention of foodborne disease are the responsibility of a number of different organizations. In 1993, to develop and extend ongoing local collaborations within selected local food groups in Wales (comprising local authorities and the Public Health Laboratory Service), the Welsh Office invited all local food groups in Wales to create a forum to coordinate the sampling and examination of ready-to-eat foods and the centralized collection of results for the whole of Wales. This paper describes the development, structure, and aims of the forum. It also discusses the outcomes of the first nine years of activities, describes the randomized sampling program for ready-to-eat foods that has been developed; and assesses the benefits that have resulted.